KITCHEN & BATH

NARROW VICTORY

By Bill Millholland

he challenge with this

single-family home

is that the layout is
narrow and deep like a row
house. The flow is choppy, with
five rooms—two large, formal
living and dining spaces, plus a
smaller kitchen, breakfast area,
and sunroom—each of which
is a distinct space that isn’t
well-connected to the others. In
addition, circulation between the
front and back of the house
is congested.

The goal for this project was
to create a larger kitchen that
incorporated the three more
casual rooms and tied them
together in a cohesive way. PR

Bill Millholland is an executive
vice president at Case Design/
Remodeling in the Washington,
D.C., area, where his duties
never stray too far from helping
clients solve design problems.
bmillholland@casedesign.com

Analysis
This house could use a bigger, better-connected kitchen, but circulation is also an issue

w ELLBORN that needs to be addressed. The entry is a dead end, and to move between the front and
CAB;I’NET, INC,

e Exsence of Cabinetry back of the house, you have to go through the living room and the dining room. This pat-
THIS SECTION IS SPONSORED BY WELLBORN CABINETS tern results in spaces that can feel more like hallways than rooms. It can also make these
rooms difficult to furnish because furniture placement has to consider traffic patterns.
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KITCHEN & BATH

This deep, narrow plan restricts traffic and chops up the space with small, disconnected
rooms. Out of three design ideas, a solution finally emerges.
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B Here, we've improved circulation by rotating the closet space,

— I':EE which creates a hallway to the kitchen and also improves access
to the basement with a landing at the top of the stairs. And we’ve

sacrificed the formal Dining Room for a Great Room that combines

 REMeVE WA Pre kitchen, casual dining, and a small sitting area. The result is a

IMPPeri R S HEET much more modern, open plan. But have we gone too far?
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Our first scheme opens the spaces up to one another and
enlarges the kitchen. But the bigger kitchen is L- shaped with a
long wall, which stretches the space out, creating long dis- — -
)

tances between appliances. It's also still tight, with not quite
enough space between the countertop surfaces. Plus, it does
nothing to help the awkward access to the basement stairs.
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KITCHEN & BATH

Added Benefit

This final concept answers the question that was not
asked: Can we squeeze in a powder room, which would
add convenience and boost resale value?

We accomplished this by moving the kitchen into a
small addition. This scheme also adds closet space
and allows us to keep the formal dining room.

Which solution is best? They all seem viable. By
showing a few different ideas, a client can see some
benefit in each scheme. We can then go to work com-
bining everything into the solution that most suits
their needs.

How do you do it? | would love to hear any ideas you
have for helping clients make good decisions.

1 DRAWER
or 1,000 DRAWERS

A Time Honored Tradition

Quality cabinet components are what we do—and we've been
doing it for decades. You give us your specs. We'll make drawers
you'll be proud of.
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www.keystonewood.com wuon u ECIALTIES®

Cabinet Doors @ Drawer Fronis ® Dovefailed Drawer Boxes ® Face Frames ® Moulding
Valances ® Wainscoting ® RTA Cabinets ® Roll-Out Trays ® and More
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